The development and maintenance of capitalism as 
a system that exploits humans is dependent upon 
the abuse of animals. Furthermore the movement 
that abolishes capitalism by changing the relations 
between humans - communism - also involves a 
fundamental transformation of the relations between 
humans and animals. 



Antagonism Press, October 1999 



Beasts of 
Burden 




Capitalism •Animals 
Communism 



Beasts of Burden: Capitalism - Animals - 
Communism 

Published October 1999 by 

Antagonism Press 

c/o BM Makhno 
London WC1N3XX 

Please send comments or criticisms to 

the above address or by email to 

antagonism1@yahoo.com 

At the time of going to press this text was 
available on the following websites: 

Antagonism- 
www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/Lobby/3909 

Practical History - 
www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/Senate/7672 



Front cover illustration: working class rebels have often 
been caricatured as animals. This example from Punch 
(1881) depicts an Irishman with ape like features at the 
time of the Irish Land League, when the eviction of tenants 
was met with mass resistance including the assassination 
of landlords. (Information on Ireland). 



Serpel, James (1996), in the company of animals: a study of human- 
animal relationships 

Spencer, Colin (1995), The Heretic's Feast: a history of vegetarianism. 
Thomas, Keith (1983), Man and the Natural World: changing attitudes in 
England, 1500-1800. 

Wangford, Hank (1995) The Lost Cowboys. 

Wright, Steve (1996)- Negri's Class Analysis: Italian Autonomist Theory 
in the Seventies in Reconstruction 8, Winter/Spring 1996. 
Zerzan, John (1994), Future primitive and other essays. 



Introduction 

This is a text which, we hope, faces in two directions O^ one hand we 
hope that it will be read by people interested ,n animal H*^"* *^ 
consider why animal exploitation exists, as well as how. Or the other hand 
by those who define themselves as anarchists or communists who either 
dismiss animal liberation altogether or personally sympathise w.th ,t but don t 
see how it relates to their broader political stance. 

While there have always been groups and individuals with MinMiaing 
for the most part discussion between those involved '". animal bera Jon and 
communists has been at a derisory level. 'Debate m so far a »H extete, 
consists mainly of abuse and rarely moves ^P^.^^^^g 
like 'wasn't Hitler a vegetarian' {actually not - he injected bulte blood ,n to tvs 
testicles, and does this mean you can't be a communist and a house painter 
or an Austrian?). 

We hope to prompt the beginnings of a real debate ^J^J^ 
between the 'animal question' and the 'social ^^JJ^tXate 
claim to have all the answers or to be the Communis man.festo for animals, 
but we think that it does pose some of the key questions. Over to you... 

1. Capitalism and class society 

All life on planet earth is becoming increasingly enmeshed in a 9'obel economy 
based onmoney, profit and exchange - capitalism. ^^^^f^_ 
price on it - food, drink, the soil, homes, plants, animals, the labour of hu 
mans. Needs and desires count for nothing - those who cannot afford to pay 
the price have to do without even if the consequence is death. 

For the majority of human beings the consequence is a life "l""*^* 
work, half-l ved in schools, factories, offices and prisons. For many this its 
compounded by the effects of poverty, war and various forms of oppress on 
But humans are not the only creatures caught up in this ™t. Animals of aM 
kinds are subject to the industrial application of suffering and death in the 
wild, in factory farms and laboratories. 

It is obvious that the experiences of humans and animals are linked, having 
a common origin in the same system of production and exchange. But we 
wanUo go further and assert that the development and maintenance of cap, 
Ssm as a system that exploits humans is in some ways tenM^te 
abuse of animals. Furthermore the movement that rtoltohM < "g*™*» 
changing the relations between humans - communism J*jfcrwoh»e« fun 
damental transformation of the relations between humans and an.mals. 



1.1 Animals and primitive communism 

When we talk of the relationship between humans and animals it is impor- 
tant not to lose sight of the fact that humans are animals too. As we trace 
hack our origins as humans, our ancestry merges with those of other pri- 
mates. Hominids emerged about 25 million years ago, from which evolved 
various species of apes including, about 250,000 years ago, homo sapiens 
Dental and other evidence suggests that like most modern species of apes' 
hese hominids were primarily vegetarian. Humans do not have the sharp 
tee h, retractable claws or digestive systems common to carnivores Althouqh 
early humans, like other hominids may have sometimes scavenged meat 
foods animals - d'et was probably based almost entirely on plant 

The hunting of larger animals for food, with the increased importance of meat 
in the diet may have become more significant when humans encountered 
colder conditions in which plant foods were harder to come by, particularly in 
the last Ice Age. Large scale hunting brought with it a more rigid sexual 
division of labour, as the mobility required effectively excluded women who 
were pregnant or nursing young children. 

Hunting also saw the earliest traces of the transformation of free human 
activity into something resembling work. This is partly because huntinq re- 
quires more effort: 'On average 240 calories of plant food can be gathered in 
one hour, whereas, taking into account the high failure rate of hunting it has 
been estimated that one hour of hunting produces only 100 calories of food' 
(Ehrenberg). More importantly foraging could be undertaken by the whole 
community and fully integrated with other social activities such as singinq 
chatting and childcare. Hunting on the other hand depended on stealth and 
silence, and tended to become the specialised task of able-bodied males. 

Even once hunting had become established, It is certainly not the case that 
all early humans ate meat all of the time. The popular image of bloodthirsty 
primitives slaughtering their way through the animal kingdom is nonsense 
The notion of 'Man the Hunter' whose 'principal food is meat, and his princi- 
pal occupation hunting' has been criticised as 'largely a reflection of the inter- 
ests and preconceptions of nineteenth-century Western male anthropologists 
and of the status of hunting as an upper class pastime in nineteenth century 
Europe' (Ehrenberg). J 

So-called 'hunter gatherer' societies should perhaps be called forager socie- 
ties as the gathering of plants, nuts and grains was in most cases far more 
fundamental than hunting, and accounted for a higher proportion of the regu- 
lar diet. In most modern foraging societies, plant foods gathered primarily bv 
women account for 60-70 per cent of diet (Ehrenberg). 

Different communities across the world would have had different ideas about 
animate, and different ways of treating them, but we can deduce somethinq 
about their beliefs and practices from cultural artefacts left behind (e g cave 
paintings), and from similar communities that have existed until recently 
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These views continue to shape the perceptions of many radical s today par- 
ticularly those who trace their political development back to the 1980s split in 
the anarcho-punk scene. 

With hindsight, the most that can be said about developments of the 1980s 
was that it represented a step sideways from one confused set of ideas to 
another. People were no more or less working class when 1 they adopted*** 
patronising "proleculf lifestyle than when they were punks. Being working 
class has got nothing to do with what you wear, eat or how you talk - it s about 
Wrtfffedto a'life dominated by work (this applies not just to peopta .n 
waged f work, but the unemployed whose conditions of existence are deter- 
mined by their relation to the labour market). 

Ex-ounks starting to eat meat went hand in hand with the reversal of pad- 
LTntthfl^acy of violence and terror, down tot* ^«££3 
flesh devouring communists advocating a 'red terror But what wa and is 
needed is not the replacement of one mistaken pos.t.on with its negative, but 
a synthesis that goes beyond the mirror-image opposition . 

Class struqqle anarchists recognised the fundamental social conflicts shap- 
ing people's experiences. But often their critique of the world went lie u - 
her than a call for the working class to run things, factory farms, slaughter- 
houses and all Presumably for them the problem with McDonalds was that i 
"democratically run on a not-for-profit basis. Respite its indiv.ual.s 
and moralistic emphasis, anarcho-punk did in some ways pose a broader 
critique of capitalism as a way of life. It refused to take he Products on he 
supermarket shelf at face value, sometimes obsessively ^u^m he 
chain of human and animal dispossession leading up to the burger in the 
bun. 

And despite having a more coherent world view, many bom-again class strug- 
gle anarchists actually had a less subversive relation to the wo Id than be- 
fore Anarcho-punk did involve a practical critique of the way things are not 
Est at the level of direct action but in the development of different ways o 
doing things such as creating alternatives to the commerc.al distribution of 
must For many class struggle anarchists, the development of subversive 
rtSLLbS people was endlessly deferred until after the revolution^ or 
at least until after the next paper sale. We can even see the resurgence of 
traditional workerist politics as the reintegration of a radical questioning of 
life under capitalism. 

Animal liberation may have been written out of the personal biographies and 
political histories of revolutionary politics, but we would argue that it has 
made a significant contribution to the development of the communist move- 
ment It has equipped people with a range of practical skills tha can be 
applied in different situations. It has also helped pose the fundamenta social 
question of the relationship between humans and the rest of the natural world. 






For most of the time humans have existed they ^ «£*£»£ 
mous and scattered groups, ^ ^''^ /'"^f -^?Twlv of Hfe was essen- 

grouping all those of the same blood), in tribes . J he ' r w ^ ° w £L labour, no 
Lily communistic. There was no buvingandh ^^ ^S consumed 

sity) and achieved in common, and their results were biid 
(Dauve & Martin). 

,n these societies, the relationship betweer .humans and Mhe ^*JJJj*j 

ral world was completely different to the modern one. ire ™ w a 

"out animals'in so-called K^S^on^t^Tar^SS 

belong to anybody. There is no private ownership ot lano ire , 

and no domestication. While some f™"»^ * ^e' SkJ whe% ani- 

wild and free. People only take what they neec I from nafcre^ a 

mals are hunted it is on a limited basis. In ^.^"'J^^uid have no 

destroy it, by for instance, exterminating animal species. 

Animals are not viewed as commodities but are '^^S^X 

1.2 Domestication and domination 

The relations between humans and ' o^^^^^ ^^ .^ 
selves, were radically transformed by ^^^SS^S^tSb i an d itself 
culture instituted a new relationship ^ 1 ^^^J^LJ^^s objects' 
becomes an instrument of Production ^Xffcrf dSSTand the con- 
(Zerzan). Domestication, marked by »fj*£*^^ J "he gradual 

We should avoid ascribing to agriculture the role o< ■originah *^ ■**£ 
cause of humanity's misfortunes and «™<>%g^™JSZto 
communist Eden. The development of s ?/* an f a £ a ^ "J* millennia. 

story we do not want to suggest that it was the whole story. 



l^l e i S t ° me ^eo'og^s suggest that it was the emergence of social 

^^^i^wtS ^^,^ than the ° ther way round Acco'd 
ing to Hodder (1990) The possibility exists that domestication in the social 
and symbolic sense occurred prior to domestication in the econom c sens™ 
Whereas foraging offers immediate access to food (when it is available)' 

^ e ln. a H de,aye ? : e * Um f0r ^cultural labour investment' cfops have to 
be planted, animals fed and raised before food is available. Thus The adoo- 
tion of more intensive production techniques, leading to agriculture served 
the interests of dominant groups In society in that the new economic regTme 

fn H^L e nHP e .? P ^l! Wn SOCial and economi c structures on which they came 
to depend it is In this sense that The domestication of wild cattle and of the 
external wild more generally is a metaphor and mechanism for the control of 

Some form of agriculture existed for thousands of years without particularly 
radical social change. The transition from foraging to farming is believed to 
have begun ,n the so-called Fertile Crescent (now covered by Iraq Iran 
Turkey Syria, Israel and Jordan) around 10,000 BC and to have become 
well-established in this area by 6000 BC. However, only small numbers of 
animals were kept, with most meat still being obtained from hunting The 

!Han n t£ CU f ?"""!? Wa , S ° n groWing crops usin 9 sim P |e technology rather 
han the plough; archaeologists sometimes refer to this as horticulture rather 
than agriculture as such. 

The real changes took place in the later Neolithic (from around 3000 BC) with 
the development of intensive agriculture. Animals began to be used for milk 
and wool products as well as for meat, and to pull the newly invented plouqhs 
and carts For the first time, humans began to keep large herds and flocks of 
animals. Systematically separated from the wild and later selectively bred 
these domesticated animals gradually became physically distinct from their 

The social impact of this was enormous. Out of the practice of 'animal hus- 
bandry , Camatte argues, 'grew both the notion of private property and ex- 
change value and 'the rise of patriarchy'. The amount of labour required in 
society increased dramatically with a whole range of new tasks: clearinq for- 
ests for grazing land, feeding and tendering animals, milking, processinq 
milk products, spinning and weaving wool, and so on: 'farming and food pro- 
duction... changed from a comparatively small series of tasks which one 
woman, or group of women, could have performed with comparatively little 
equipment, to a series of complex operations which would have been a full- 
time occupation for the whole population' (Ehrenberg). 

Gender relations were transformed. The demand for labour required 
women to have more children (in foraging societies childbirth tends to be 
spaced by three or four years). The intensification of women's work in 
reproducing labour excluded them from other tasks. As the importance of 
hunting declined, men increasingly took over the farming tasks previously 
undertaken by women. Women's social position declined as 'they no longer 
contributed so much to the daily production of food, which had been a 
crucial factor in maintaining the equal status they had previously enjoyed' 



Class War intervened at anti-vivisection marches denouncing 'the bureau 
era s of the BUAV (British Union for the Abolition of ViviseS) o the" fear 
of the growing militancy of the animal liberation movement he increased 
danng of its attacks on property and confrontations %£%£* fiK 

sSnt^ss jst 8 ? K by the buav as agent MELEE 

ciasnes with police at Biorex laboratories in Islington. Class War saw the 

to atta y c k °J nSSZSTfi 2 inSpirati0n ' ™ n 9 MTSvK 
lent attacks on animal exploitation establishments will spill over into violent 

£?!2 . e r r P H artS ,° f th , is Shit sodety ' However as c,a * ■ WaTtumedSS 
into a national federation without some of its founder members) embreWnn 
more traditional workehst politics, animal liberation L^S 

The anarcho-punk scene began to fragment. Crass called it a day and scenes 

oeo^e l e H? Unt 7 fe " apart int ° S ° metimes acrimonious faciions. Some 
people tried to just carry on as before - an anarcho-punk scene defined bv 

u^ralher 2M! 198 ° S ""*— ? ** *» a ' beit aS a -~ 

tz^^^^ dm9s ° ption - s ° me a- ■ * ^?: 

Some of those who remained primarily focused on animals were caught up 
in a spira of increasing repression and the isolated militancy of a smaS 
number of activists. Mass direct action was increasingly eclipsed by arTon 
^gT'Sa POISOnin9 SCar6S ' 3nd 6Ven b ° mb »*«U by theYnS 

Most of the (ex) anarcho-punks who remained politically engaged were mov- 
ing in a completely different direction, rediscovering various forms of dass 
struggle > polit.es. Class War benefited most from this, but all the currents of 
he libertarian/communist milieu experienced an influx of new blood Mnc lid 
HO the anarcho-syndicalist Direct Action Movement, the Anarchist Commu- 
nist Federation and the various ultra-left and post-situationist scenes. 

From the point of view of the development of a radical anti-capitalist move- 

"J S °T h3Ve Peen 3 maj ° r Ste P foward ' combi ™9 th P e subversive 
practice and imagination of the anarcho-punk scene with a clearer under 
standing of capitalism and communism. But this didn't happen Instead most 
people simply jettisoned their previous views and adopte'dTad t onaf ana 
chist or Marxist ideologies wholesale. Haircuts, clothes and die s changed 
rapidly as people rushed to adopt the dead end 'working classTderSity 'That 
they had earlier tried so hard to escape from. V 

tS W6re ? 0W c re ' eVant ' and if any1hin 9 eatin 9 mea < was a badge of the 
ordinary people'. Some Vegan police' who had moralistically condemned 
others for eating meat, now criticised vegetarians for not el ng meat the 
diet changed but the self-righteous attitude stayed the same Concern abou* 
animals was derided as middle class and liberal. concern about 



The same period saw the direct action animal liberation movement reach 
new heights. The Animal Liberation Front had been established in 1976 and 
by the early 1980s raids to rescue animals from laboratories and acts of 
economic sabotage against hunting, factory farming and vivisection targets 
were becoming increasingly common and enjoying widespread support. The 
ALF was, and remains, an organisation of decentralised cells, with a parallel 
supporters group structure putting people in touch with each other, handling 
press releases, and helping organise prisoner support. As well as the core of 
regular activists there was a broader fringe of people using the name as a 
flag of convenience for acts of low-level sabotage such as breaking windows 
and gluing up locks. 

Alongside the ALF there was a wider movement of direct action, including 
militant demonstrations (2000 people entered the military's Porton Down lab 
site in 1982) and mass raids on laboratories to gather evidence of animal 
cruelty (rather than to liberate animals). In 1 984 hundreds of people took part 
in Northern South East and Eastern Animal Liberation League raids on ma- 
jor laboratories including ICl, Unilever and Wickham. Inevitably state repres- 
sion and the criminalisation of the movement was stepped up - 25 people 
were jailed for the Unilever action. 

1984 also saw the start of the longest and bitterest fought episode in the 
class struggle for many years in Britain - the miners' strike. The strike posed 
a major and ultimately terminal challenge for anarcho-punk ideology. Crudely, 
this world view tended to moralistically divide the world into two camps - the 
good (people who thought and acted like anarcho punks) and the bad (those 
who collaborated with the system). At the start of the strike many punks 
would have put the miners in the latter category - after all didn't most of them 
eat meat, and weren't they only fighting because they wanted to work? Fac- 
ing with increasing social polarisation around the strike, and the inspiring 
resistance of militant miners, almost everybody jumped the right way off the 
fence. Led by the Leeds-based Chumbawamba (years before their Top of the 
Pops days), most anarcho bands including Crass had played miners benefits 
by the end of the strike. 

The violence of the miners' strike also weakened the hold of pacifism on the 
punk scene. The new mood was given expression in the paper Class War, 
launched in 1983, which combined punk style graphics and imagery with a 
language of class violence and revolution. The early Class War was fairly 
clear that animal liberation was part of the revolutionary movement against 
capitalist society. Announcing the launch of its 1 984 'Spring Offensive' against 
the rich, the front cover of the paper featured a picture of a fox hunter and 
the slogan 'you rich fucking scumbag - we're gonna get you'. An article in the 
same issue declared: 'Class War fully supports the movement for animal 
liberation. Many of us are active in Hunt Saboteurs and fake part in attacks 
on animal exploitation labs and factories around the country'. 



,t has also been suggested that it was "the ™ na 9f"^ 

animals which first gave rise to an intervent.on.st and n^^™^ 

tion of political life... Domestication thus became the ar ^^yP al P a ^[ h n ™ 

other kinds of social subordination. The model was apaternal one tj® .the 

ruler a good shepherd, like the bishop with his pastora staff. LoyaU flocwe 

animals obeying a considerate master were an example to all employees 

(Thomas). 

1.3 Animals as wealth 

Aftpr domestication animals, or at least some species, no longer ran free. 
NoJ £ ^^£i to aoiiabody: Adam Smith noted that a tor* , wvtf i crop S 
herds o/anlmals were the earliest form of private pioperi *■ J™>J* 
orooertv was not just used to produce food and clothing; i was also a form or 
9r£ ftt earliest stages of domestication ^eat cons .umptio was 
the conspicuous display of dominant ruling power. The more cattle slaugn 
tered, cooked and eaten, the greater the man (Spencer). 

Domesticated animals were a fundamental form of wealth 'which could be 
accumulated and handed on from one generation to the next.... as one ram 
Hy accumulated more cattle, or acquired better ploughs the gap * rtwaan 
their wealth and that of their neighbours would increase N^M 
distinction between rich and poor, which is ins.gn.f.cant in forager soc.et.es, 
develops' (Ehrenberg). 

As well as beina maintained as an embodiment of wealth, animals not needed 
&K£T^pta could be traded jt^etafKS^ 
even be used as money. In this early stage of the market as Mare oosenrea 
STcipSal The money'form comes to be ?**^**ffi££l 
which forms the chief element of indigenous alienable wealth, for example 

cattle'. 

Ac animals became the property of groups or individuals they could be not 
^^^^t^^B^^ over. While the development of 
hunting required the organisation of part of the community as ,a k ll.ng ma- 
chine the transformation of this into a war machine to systematically kill 
"h^rmaThave arisen 'when for the first MKjJidl re- 
source which it was both worthwhile and fairly easy to steal (Ehrenberg). 

1.4 Slavery 

Many of those put to work in early civilisation were slaves . ^Once it is taken 
for granted that animals are mere objects provided for the use of humans the 
introduction of slavery simply involves assigning to certain groups of nu 
mans th? status ofa?imalB L As Marx notes 'under slavery, according to the 
C^ emp.oyed in antiquity, the ^«»^ 
as intrumentum vocale [speaking implement] from * n ™™\i.™™* 
instrumentum semi-vocaie [semi-mute irnplemen ], «"^"^ ,m 
plement which is instrumentum mutum [mute instrument] (Marx, iBbf). 



n the modern period, racist ideology defined black people as more animal 
than human .legitimising slavery. Slaves were treated as animals, having to 
endure terrible conditions under transportation, the removal of children and 
the separation of families, branding with hot irons, the wearing of collars and 
chains and even medical experimentation 1 . Slaves were sold at markets 
modeled on livestock markets, with one contemporary noting that slaves 
were handled at markets 'as we handle beasts', tested for their fitness and 
strength and so on. Unruly slaves were sent to 'nigger breakers' to be crushed 
in the same way that 'horse breakers' were used to domesticate wild horses 
These techniques were not new, they had been developed over the last few 
centuries on farms, in livestock markets, in abattoirs and... laboratories* (Meat 
and dairy produce: symbols of male power, sexual dominance and racial 
discrimination, 1997). 

Similarly, 'Animal domestication furnished many of the techniques for deal- 
ing with delinquency: bridles for scolding women; cages, chains and straw for 

madmen (Thomas). We could probably add prisons to this list too and more 
recently the use of cattle prods in torture. 

1.5 Cows, boys and Indians: Primitive accumulation and animals 

The animal industry, in particular cattle and sheep farming, has been central 
to the spread of capitalist social relations throughout the world. Marx arqued 
that for capitalism to develop, there has to be a process of brutal disposses- 
sion which he called 'primitive accumulation... the historical process of di- 
vorcing the producer from the means of production'. Capitalism requires that 
all the means of production (including the land) belong to capital, and that the 
majority of the population are reduced to proletarians - people who can only 
survive by selling their labour in return for a wage. 

In pre-capitalist societies, these conditions do not exist. The land either be- 
longs to nobody or it is divided up into small plots, with most people having 
their own plot of land which they either own or can use, and/or access to 
common land. People who can grow their own food have no need to earn 
money to buy food, and given the choice most would not take a job in a 
factory. For this to change, peasants have to be forcibly deprived of land 
through 'conquest, enslavement, robbery [and] murder'- 'this history, the his- 
tory of their expropriation, is written in the annals of mankind in blood and 
fire' (Marx, 1867). 

The historical evidence suggests that not only is capitalism dependent on 
ruthless primitive accumulation, but primitive accumulation relies upon the 
animal industry. In England, the process of 'forcibly driving the peasantry 
from the land' and enclosing common land started as early as the late 15th 
century. But what was it that motivated the nobility to undertake this? Marx is 
clear that it was 'the rise in the price of the wool', which made it profitable to 
transform 'arable land into sheep walks'. People were driven from their homes 
to make way for sheep, leading Thomas More to write at the time of a curious 
land where 'sheep... swallow down the very men themselves'. 



PostScript: Anarcho-punk, the ALF and the 
miners' strike - a cautionary tale from the 
1980s 

'I have a sense of both fear and repugnance when I see comrades who hate 

TJ^^^^T **' ^ not denying my past, foreVamJle 
my workenstpast; on the contrary, I claim it. If we toss everything away we 

m£t imT* 1 ° fpermanent schiz °P h ^-' (Sergio Bologna quoted in 

ISSi^f ^ ° f ^l ™ Ve ™ nt thfOUgh e^o-punk to class politics in the 
1980s isvery much based on our own experiences. We think that it is worth 
talking about because it is also relevant to other times and situations Ques- 
tions about animals and the environment are often associated with so-called 
counter-cultural scenes, and tend to be jettisoned as people engage with 
moretraditiona radical politics. We can see parallels with the way significant 

TnrtZt 5K* C '!f d - ' h 'f PieS ' Wem dbSOrbed by the ^national Socialists 
(now the SWP) and similar groups in the late 1960s/early 1970s Today with 
numbers of anti-roads protesters adopting or moving towards communist 
positions, ,ts as well to point out the errors that were made by the eady 80S 
generation. Adopting communist analyses can be a step forward but not if it 
means abandoning what is already subversive in your activity. 

In the early 1980s the anarchist movement in Britain got the kick up the arse 
it sorely needed with an influx of politicised punk activists. The anarcho-punk 
scene was associated with nationally-known bands like Crass, the Poison 
Girls, and Conflict but in towns across the country (and indeed across Europe 
and beyond) thousands of people formed bands, put on squat gigs and gen- 
erally raged against the machine. Politically the emphasis was on a mixture 
of lifestylist abstention from 'the system' (refusal to work, boycotts of every- 
thing under the sun) and direct action against 'multi-death corporations' The 
high point in Britain came in 1983/84 when thousands of people converged 
on the financial centre of London for the Stop the City actions particularly 
targeting firms associated with the arms trade, ecological destruction and 
animal exploitation. 

Animal liberation was central to anarcho-punk. Seemingly every band had at 
least one song about hunting or vivisection, and record sleeves featured 
graphic images of animals in various postures of suffering. Many punks 
adopted a vegan lifestyle and threw themselves into animal activism - punks 
made up the majority of many hunt sab groups. 



Others might take a different position, arguing perhaps for free range, non- 
intensive domestication of the goat in the garden variety (although this ap- 
parent idyll would probably still have to involve cruel practices like castration 
and the separation of animals from their social units). 

We can say with confidence though that the status quo would be untenable, 
and that there would be a radical transformation of the relations between 
humans and other species. 

With the abolition of capitalism, the vested interests of the animal industry 
would no longer exist; there would be no corporate propaganda for meat. 
The origins of animal products would no longer be disguised; the production 
process would be transparent. People would make the decision about whether 
to eat animal products on the basis of a clear understanding of the health and 
social benefits and the impact on animals not on the basis of supermarket 
packaging. This would take place in the context of a process of radical change 
involving a questioning of much that passes for 'normal' in everyday life. We 
would also expect the removal of systematic violence from human relations 
to create a generally more compassionate society. 

As part of the factory system, factory farms would come to an end - who 
would want to work in them anyway? We would also expect a move to re- 
store wilderness and reduce the amount of land given over to agriculture, as 
we have seen, growing food for animals and then eating the animals uses up 
a lot more land than just producing vegetables for humans to eat. 

Anthropocentric humanism has been detrimental to humans as well as ani- 
mals" The brutal confinement of animals ultimately serves only to separate 
men and women from their own potentialities' (Surrealist Group, cited in Law). 
What Camatte calls 'the biological dimension of the revolution' will involve 
the rediscovery of those aspects of humanity, some labelled as 'bestial , that 
have been underdeveloped by capital such as rhythm, imagination and wild- 
ness. 

One consequence of this would be that humans would no longer see them- 
selves as always above and distinct from other animals: 'Communism... is 
not domination of nature but reconciliation, and thus regeneration of nature: 
human beings no longer treat nature simply as an object for their develop- 
ment, as a useful thing, but as a subject... not separate from them if only 
because nature is in them' (Camatte). 






This process was accompanied by the M""""* g*£2f J£ 
seventeenth and eighteenth centres. ^S^J^SS^ soldier) 

ing of marshes, the cutting down of forests (M^StSJmK down on the 

constraints of church and manor courts (Thomas). 

The Hfchlands of Scotland were ™*>™^%*££; STeep. 

The Highland Clearances were resisted, but evictions were emwiw y 
military. 

The genocidal colonisation of the Am-^-^SS^JSSSSES^ 

indigenous people with profitable gSS^^HSSSSSKS^ °' «* 

the first cattle and horses to the New World in 1«|Moiiywoy 

epic struggle between cowboys and ^^^^ d ,S^8«l3onand 

^eVmlnatrof^TeUop^ 

tie. 

ironically some of the victims of earlier <*$««*^»$& ^KSS 
For instance in Patagonia. Arau f n «" "tT4o Some Scot ftSped in this 

America revolves around fur. The nascent Russian Empire in Siberia is a fur 

trappers empire'. 

Primitive accumulation was not driven by a historically inevitable manifest 

mmmWM 

creation of a proletariat, access to mineral wealth etc.) may not nave oee 

realised. 

1.6 Animals and the origin of the factory system. 

Capitalism tries to squeeze the last drop of life out of human^, irtensjf> 
ha the work process to eliminate all non-productive movements. It seeks he 
! e?adicaTion of any uncontrolled movement of the hand, any unproductive 
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